
 



  

The Lewisham Irish Community Centre was established 
for the benefit of Irish people living in the Borough of 
Lewisham, their descendants and the wider community.  
 
At the heart of our mission is collaboration with local 
authorities, voluntary organisations and local population. 
 
In 2018 we have striven to further our core aims and 
enrich the lives of those using our centre. 
  
We strive forward with these core  
objectives, laid out in our constitution. 
 

OUR MISSION  
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OUR AIMS 
 

To advance education in Irish culture & 
heritage 

 
To relieve sickness & deprivation 

 
To provide social and recreational activities 

for the wellbeing of the community 
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It has been an extremely busy year for the Lewisham 
Irish Community Centre. Following on from the 
successes of last year we have once again worked 
with more organisations and welcomed more people 
through the doors than ever before. We have 
continued to promote and celebrate Irish culture 
across Lewisham and, above all else, have continued 
to play pivotal role in supporting some of the most 
vulnerable people in our Borough.   
 
Over the course of the last 12 months we have 
provided almost 600 advice sessions to the Irish and 
Irish Traveler communities. We are proud to have 
worked with and supported people of all ages, from 
the 250 plus activity sessions we ran as part of our 
Older Adults Program to the 100 plus sessions ran as 
part of our Children’s and Youth Service. With all this 
going on, it is perhaps not surprising that we have 
also provided just under 3,000 hours of volunteer 
opportunities during the year.  
 
We are grateful to have to have worked with so many 
wonderful partners, new and old, throughout the 
year. Through a collaboration with Elim Church and 
the Diamond Club we held our first Black History 
Month event. We worked closely with London Irish 
LGBT Network and Lewisham’s LGBT forum to host 
Colum Clifford’s Play ‘Friends of Rio Rita’ and we 
continued to support Lewisham Foodcycle and 
Rushey Green Timebank who last year served 2,450 
guests at the Centre and saved over 5 tonnes of 
surplus food from going to waste.  
 

Forward  
The continued uncertainty surrounding Brexit was 
unsurprisingly a cause for concern within our 
community during the last 12 months. As we 
committed to last year, we have remained in close 
contact with the Irish Embassy and Irish in Britain to 
ensure we are as informed as possible and best placed 
to offer advice and support to our community. We 
reaffirm this commitment ahead of what promises to 
be another difficult 12 months and continue to stand 
in solidarity with our fellow EU citizens during this 
challenging time.  
 
To conclude, I would like to thank all those who have 
enabled us to achieve what we did in 2018/19. Our 
funders, partners, volunteers, members, hall hirers, 
management committee and so many more, we could 
not do what we do without you. I would also like to 
thank local MP Janet Daby for her continued support 
and the support of local Councilors, James Walsh, John 
Muldoon, Louise Krupski, Aisling Gallagher and Patrick 
Codd.  
 
Finally, I would like to pay a special tribute to Kathleen 
and her team, their continued commitment and 
dedication are what ultimately allows us to have such 
an impact. 
  
James Farrell  
Chair – Trustee Board 
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Lewisham Irish Community Centre is a community lead organisation 
providing for both the Irish and local community. LICC provides a 
wide range of services, activities and facilities and is accessed by a 
broad spectrum of the local community including local families, 
young people, older adults, the Irish community and Gypsy Roma 
Traveller communities. Service provision includes frontline 
information advice and support on housing health and welfare rights 
to the disadvantaged Irish, older Irish and Traveller communities. 
Provision of healthy living activities for older people including tea 
dances, exercise classes, yoga, Zumba, walking football and lunch 
groups. Provision of weekly playgroup and youth club activities 
including summer programme of events. 
 
This year we continued to focus on sustainability by securing on-
going and new funding streams for our current service provision. We 
secured additional funding towards project costs including three-
year funding from BBC Children in Need to support LICC Youth Club. 
We continued to expand and deliver our reach by working in 
partnership with local Irish and community groups.  
 
Highlights include a visit from four members of the Joint Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and Embassy of Ireland representatives to discuss 
local need among the Irish and Traveller communities in Lewisham. 
The Mayor of Lewisham, Damian Egan, visited the centre for the 
launch of the Youth Club’s Library initiative. We partnered with Elim 
Church, Urban Dandelion and Diamond club to delivery our first 
Black history month event attend by over 100 centre members. We 
worked in partnership with London Irish LGBT Network and 
Lewisham LGBT forum to host Colm Clifford’s play, Friends of Rio 
Rita, our first LGBT event which was attend by over 60 members of 
the local community. We hosted St. Patrick day events in partnership 
with Rushey Green Time Bank and Lewisham Foodcycle which were 
attended by Rushey Green Councillors; John Muldoon, James Walsh, 
Janet Daby MP and 150+ guests. 
 
This year we provided 583 advice and support appointments to 224 
individual clients and their families across the Irish and Irish Traveller 
Communities. LICC older adults programme provided 252 activities 
sessions to 113 older adults. LICC children’s and youth programme 
provided 116 annual sessions to 74 local families this included 77 
playgroup activities sessions. We provided 2750 hours of 
volunteering opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

583 
ADVICE SESSIONS THIS YEAR  

100 
ATTEND OUR 1ST EVER BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH EVENT  

252  
ACTIVITY SESSION FOR 
OLDER ADULTS    

LGBT+ 
WE HOSTED OUR FIRST 
LGBT+ EVENT   

Year in Review 

2750 
HOURS OF VOLUNTEERING 
OPPORTUNITIES    
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Silver 
QUALITY MARK AWARD FOR 
OUR YOUTH CLUB    



 
  Our youth club were awarded the Silver Level Quality Mark 

recognising the outstanding work. Over the year we provided 39 
weekly youth club sessions and we delivered a 2-week summer 
programme to 40 young people.  
 
We have continued to work in partnership with several Irish and local 
groups to provide core services within the borough. ICAP Immigrant 
Counselling and Psychotherapy services provided 117 satellite 
counselling sessions for centre users. Colaiste Na nGael delivered 39 
weekly Irish language classes. Ewing’s and co solicitors continue to 
provide 11 free legal advice surgeries. LICC worked in partnership with 
Urban dandelion, Elim Church and Diamond club to organise two 
holidays from home for the elderly, the first holidays event was part 
of black history month celebration and had a specific African and 
Caribbean theme while the second event celebrated our Irish 
heritage, 183 older adults attended the events.  
 
Rushey Green Time Bank and Lewisham Food cycle partner to provide 
a free weekly community meal to 40+ individuals. We worked in 
partnership with FM Conway and Tanya Dirrane School of Irish 
Dancing to represent LICC at St. Patricks Day Parade London. 
 
We hosted Neighbourhood 2 NCDP forum and Lewisham Travellers 
forum meetings and attended London Gypsy Forum, Irish in Britain 
AGM, attended Rushey Green Assembly forum, Lewisham advice 
forum, Irish Embassy workshops and events. 
 
We would like to thank our partners and supporters including Ewings 
and Co. Solicitors, Rushey Green Time Bank, Lewisham Foodcycle , 
Training for Life, Irish Community Services, London Irish LGBT 
Network, Lewisham LGBT forum, Immigrant Counselling and 
psychotherapy services, FM Conway, Tanya Dirrane School of Dancing 
, New Creation international church, Panther Taekwondo, Irish in 
Britain, Lewisham Community Connections, Voluntary Action 
Lewisham and London Youth for their support.  
 
Special thanks to the Irish government's Emigrant Support 
Programme and Lewisham Council for their continued support to 
enable us to deliver essential services. 
 
Finally, we would like to thank our staff team and volunteers lead for 
their dedication and commitment to our community this past year. 
 
Kathleen Sheridan 
Manager 
 

183 
OLDER ADULTS TAKE A 
HOLIDAY FROM HOME 
WEEK  

77 
PLAYGROUP SESSIONS   

100+  
COUNSELLING SESSIONS 
PROVIDED BY ICAP  

40+ 
RECEIVE A FREE MEAL EACH 
WEEK AT THE CENTER  

150+ 
AT OUR ANNUAL ST 
PATRICKS DAY EVENT 
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39 WEEKS 
OF YOUTH CLUB ACTIVITY 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Statement  

£133,659.00 

£142,178.00 

£158,460.00 

£179,800.00 

2016 2017 2018 2019

Income

 

The Lewisham Irish Community Centre is primarily 
funded by two grants. One grant is from Supporting 
People, London Borough of Lewisham, which contributes 
towards the Gypsy Roma Travellers Outreach Service.  
The other major grant is paid by the Irish Government, 
Department of Foreign Affairs - Emigrant Support 
Programme, which pays for the delivery and 
management of the advice services and the Irish Traveller 
element of the Gypsy Roma Traveller Outreach Service.  
 
We had a total turnover for the year of £181,061, our 
income for the year was £179,800. There was a slight 
loss of £1261 for the year 
  
 Reserves  
 
LICC operates a reserves policy that aims to cover cash 
flow shortfalls due to uncertainty in the timing of future 
grant awards. The Trustees regard £40,000 as a prudent 
sum to cover running costs for three months.  
 
Reserves currently stand at £28,927, £21,855 of these 
are unrestricted and the remaining £7072 is made up of 
restricted funds. 
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